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HIGHWAY
WORKERS:

Across the nation, nearly 1,000
people die and more than 40,000
people are injured each year as a
result of motor vehicle crashes
in work zones.

The Maryland State Highway Administra-
tion offers these 10 tips for driving safely
in work zone areas:

1 Slow down. Speeding and aggressive
driving are major contributors to work
zone crashes.

2 Expect the unexpected. Normal
speed limits are often reduced, traffic lanes
are often changed, and people are often
working on or near the road.

3 Don’t tailgate. Keep a safe distance
between you and the car ahead of you (use
the 3-second following rule). The most
common crash in a highway work zone is
the rear-end collision.

4 Obey road crew flaggers. The flag-
ger knows what is best for moving traffic
safely through the work zone.

A flagger has the same authority as a
regulatory sign, so you can be cited for
disobeying his or her directions.

5 Keep a safe distance between you
and the construction workers and their
equipment.
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6 Pay attention to the signs. The
warning signs are there to help you and
other drivers move safely through the
work zone. Observe the posted signs until
you see the one that says you’ve left the
work zone.

7 Stay alert and minimize distrac-
tions. Dedicate your full attention to the
roadway and avoid changing radio stations
or using cell phones while driving.

8 Schedule enough time to drive
safely to and from your destination.

Check radio, TV, or the web (www. traffic.

com, www.marylandroads.com, or www.
chart/state.md.us/) for traffic information

before you leave. Expect delays when
roadwork is ongoing, and leave early so
you can reach your destination safely and
on time.

9 Keep up with the flow of traffic.
Motorists can help maintain traffic flow
and posted speeds by merging as soon as
possible. Don’t drive right up to the

lane closure and then try to cut in line.

10 Be patient and stay calm. Work
zones aren’t in place to inconvenience
you. Please remember that the work zone
crews are working to improve road condi-
tions for you and make your future drive
time safer and easier.

IN MARYLAND, FINES ARE
DOUBLED FOR EXCEEDING
A WORK ZONE SPEED LIMIT.

GETTING A SPEEDING TICKET IN
A DESIGNATED WORK ZONE CAN
COSTYOU UPTO

$1,000!

Adapted from information published online by the

Federal Highway Administration (www.safety.fhwa.dot/gov/)
and the Maryland State Highway Administration (www.
sha.state.md.us). This Safety Tip Sheet was created by
IWIF's Communications Department. This Safety Tip Sheet
is advisory only. It may not list all hazards or conditions in
need of correction within your operation. IWIF assumes

no liability for identification or correction of conditions or
hazards. Safety and health remain your responsibility.
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